
May 23, 2025

The Honorable Ken Calvert The Honorable Betty McCollum
Chair Ranking Member 
Subcommittee on Defense Subcommittee on Defense 
Committee on Appropriations Committee on Appropriations 
H-405 Capitol Building 1036 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515 Washington, DC 20515 

Dear Chairman Calvert and Ranking Member McCollum: 

As you begin to craft the Fiscal Year (FY) 2026 Department of Defense (DoD) Appropriations 
bill, we respectfully request that you include at least $10 million in FY 2026 funding for the 
Tuberous Sclerosis Complex Research Program (TSCRP) at the Department of Defense (DoD). 

Tuberous sclerosis complex (TSC) is a genetic condition that affects an estimated 50,000 
Americans, causing tumors in the kidneys, lungs, liver, heart, eyes, skin, and brain. Researchers 
have linked TSC to seizures, autism spectrum disorder and severe intellectual disability. 
Research on TSC is also having a significant effect on our understanding of traumatic brain 
injury and other medical conditions like cancer and diabetes, and research at the TSCRP is 
critical to ongoing progress. 

From FY02 to FY24, Congress appropriated an aggregate of $121 million for the Tuberous 
Sclerosis Complex Research Program (TSCRP) at DoD and has awarded 205 grants to TSC 
researchers. As approved by the House, the fiscal year 2025 Defense Appropriations Act 
included flat funding for the program at $8 million. 

This well-established program, which has enjoyed bipartisan support from Congress, awards 
grants competitively to cutting edge research proposals aimed at gaining a better understanding 
of this complex disorder. Research at the TSCRP complements – and does not duplicate – 
ongoing studies on TSC supported by the National Institutes of Health (NIH). Coordination 
between NIH and DoD is managed by a trans-NIH working group, led by the National Institute 
of Neurological Disorders and Stroke, with participation from eight separate Institutes, DoD and 
the TSC Alliance, representing the patient community. 

While this research has led to significant breakthroughs, far more funding is needed if we hope 
to find ways to more effectively treat those who suffer with TSC and prevent its occurrence in 
future generations. Additional funding will enable the establishment of a TSC Clinical Trial 
Consortium. The TSCRP’s Strategic Plan calls for early investments in (1) hypothesis-generating



research and (2) development of the resulting new ideas into novel candidate therapeutics for 
treating TSC. The Strategic Plan also calls for (3) translation of these new ideas into the clinic 
through necessary research in animal models and into (4) clinical trials. Levels of TSCRP 
funding from FY02-FY24 have been demonstrably effective for the first three parts of the 
Strategic Plan and have funded pilot studies toward the fourth part. However, the current level of
TSCRP funding is not sufficient for large clinical trials required to demonstrate conclusively the 
effectiveness of new candidate therapeutics.

Continued funding is also required to support clinical studies to validate biomarkers and outcome
measurements necessary to accelerate development of new therapeutic agents, understand the 
biology underlying the wide variation in severity of manifestations among individuals with TSC, 
explore gene therapy, attract new researchers into this field of study, identify potential 
biomarkers that can be applied to newborn screening and develop assays and animal models 
necessary for translating basic scientific discoveries into clinical treatments.

To date, patient organizations have invested more than $37 million in privately raised resources 
to the research effort. Ongoing support is necessary to move this research closer to ultimately 
finding a cure for tuberous sclerosis complex. 

We firmly believe that Congress should match these private sector commitments, and we urge 
you to appropriate $10 million in necessary funding to continue the TSCRP in FY2026. We are 
extremely grateful for the support your subcommittee has provided over the years for the 
TSCRP.

Sincerely,

Jamie Raskin
Member of Congress

Brian Fitzpatrick
Member of Congress

Sharice L. Davids
Member of Congress

Gerald E. Connolly
Member of Congress

Brendan F. Boyle
Member of Congress

Glenn "GT" Thompson
Member of Congress



Lucy McBath
Member of Congress

Lloyd Doggett
Member of Congress

Angie Craig
Member of Congress

Mark DeSaulnier
Member of Congress

Rashida Tlaib
Member of Congress

Bill Huizenga
Member of Congress

Suzan K. DelBene
Member of Congress

Jerrold Nadler
Member of Congress

Doris Matsui
Member of Congress

Josh Gottheimer
Member of Congress

Danny K. Davis
Member of Congress

Stephen F. Lynch
Member of Congress

Jahana Hayes
Member of Congress

Julia Brownley
Member of Congress



Steve Cohen
Member of Congress

Gabe Amo
Ranking Member
Subcommittee on 
Environment

Jasmine Crockett
Member of Congress

Jason Crow
Member of Congress

Mary Gay Scanlon
Member of Congress

Gwen S. Moore
Member of Congress

Al Green
Member of Congress

John B. Larson
Member of Congress

David Scott
Member of Congress

Nikki Budzinski
Member of Congress

Eleanor Holmes Norton
Member of Congress

Paul Tonko
Member of Congress



Kim Schrier, M.D.
Member of Congress

Val Hoyle
Member of Congress

April McClain Delaney
Member of Congress

Johnny Olszewski, Jr.
Member of Congress

Kristen McDonald Rivet
Member of Congress

MARK TAKANO
Member of Congress

Gregory W. Meeks
Member of Congress

Raul Ruiz, M.D. 
Member of Congress

Chellie Pingree
Member of Congress

Andrew R. Garbarino
Member of Congress

Sean Casten
Member of Congress

Jared Golden
Member of Congress

Robin L. Kelly
Member of Congress

Sam Graves
Member of Congress



Donald S. Beyer Jr.
Member of Congress

Mike Kelly
Member of Congress

Suzanne Bonamici
Member of Congress

Joe Courtney
Member of Congress

Sarah Elfreth
Member of Congress

Mike Thompson
Member of Congress

Bradley Scott Schneider
Member of Congress

Brittany Pettersen
Member of Congress

Shontel M. Brown
Member of Congress

Haley M. Stevens
Member of Congress

Dwight Evans
Member of Congress

Patrick K. Ryan
Member of Congress

William R. Keating
Member of Congress

Eric Swalwell
Member of Congress



Bill Foster
Member of Congress

Ayanna Pressley
Member of Congress

Jan Schakowsky
Member of Congress

Mikie Sherrill
Member of Congress

Jesús G. "Chuy" García
Member of Congress

Jimmy Panetta
Member of Congress

Terri A. Sewell
Member of Congress

Morgan McGarvey
Member of Congress

Joe Wilson
Member of Congress

Jack Bergman
Member of Congress

Summer L. Lee
Member of Congress

Alma S. Adams, Ph.D.
Member of Congress

Salud Carbajal
Member of Congress

Nicole Malliotakis
Member of Congress



Jimmy Gomez
Member of Congress

Diana DeGette
Member of Congress

Jennifer L. McClellan
Member of Congress

Kevin Mullin
Member of Congress

Donald G. Davis
Member of Congress

Greg Stanton
Member of Congress

Lori Trahan
Member of Congress

Timothy M. Kennedy
Member of Congress

Jared Huffman
Member of Congress

Ilhan Omar
Member of Congress

Dan Meuser
Member of Congress

Steven Horsford
Member of Congress

Vicente Gonzalez
Member of Congress

Valerie P. Foushee
Member of Congress



Chris Deluzio
Member of Congress

Lloyd Smucker
Member of Congress

Henry C. "Hank" Johnson, Jr.
Member of Congress

Sarah McBride
Member of Congress

Juan Vargas
Member of Congress

Lateefah Simon
Member of Congress

Melanie Stansbury
Member of Congress

Jill Tokuda
Member of Congress

Shomari Figures
Member of Congress

Yvette D. Clarke
Member of Congress

Emanuel Cleaver, II
Member of Congress

Judy Chu
Member of Congress

Pramila Jayapal
Member of Congress

Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez
Member of Congress



Lizzie Fletcher
Member of Congress

Deborah K. Ross
Member of Congress

John Joyce, M.D. 
Member of Congress

Joaquin Castro
Member of Congress

J. Luis Correa
Member of Congress

John Garamendi
Member of Congress

Sam T. Liccardo
Member of Congress

Marilyn Strickland
Member of Congress

Frederica S. Wilson
Member of Congress

Cleo Fields
Member of Congress

James P. McGovern
Member of Congress

Gregory F. Murphy, M.D.
Member of Congress

Darren Soto
Member of Congress

Bryan Steil
Member of Congress



Richard E. Neal
Member of Congress

Kimberlyn King-Hinds
Member of Congress

Greg Casar
Member of Congress

Mike Carey
Member of Congress

Suhas Subramanyam
Member of Congress

Gabe Vasquez
Member of Congress

Debbie Dingell
Member of Congress

Janelle S. Bynum
Member of Congress

Darin LaHood
Member of Congress

Teresa Leger Fernández
Member of Congress

Pete Stauber
Member of Congress

Robert C. "Bobby" Scott
Member of Congress

Josh Riley
Member of Congress

Dan Goldman 
Member of Congress



Ami Bera, M.D.
Member of Congress

María Elvira Salazar
Member of Congress

Sheila Cherfilus-McCormick
Member of Congress

Nikema Williams
Member of Congress

Kathy Castor
Member of Congress

Maxine Dexter
Member of Congress

Andrea Salinas
Member of Congress

Jim Himes
Member of Congress

André Carson
Member of Congress

Nanette Diaz Barragán
Member of Congress

Neal P. Dunn, M.D.
Member of Congress

Marc A. Veasey
Member of Congress

Troy A. Carter, Sr.
Member of Congress

Chrissy Houlahan
Member of Congress



Raja Krishnamoorthi
Member of Congress

Greg Landsman
Member of Congress

Linda T. Sánchez
Member of Congress

Monica De La Cruz
Member of Congress

Ted W. Lieu
Member of Congress

Jason Smith
Member of Congress

Sydney Kamlager-Dove
Member of Congress

George Latimer
Member of Congress

Dave Min
Member of Congress

Ryan Mackenzie
Member of Congress

Pablo José Hernández
Member of Congress

Herbert C. Conaway, Jr.
Member of Congress

Rob Bresnahan, Jr.
Member of Congress

Hillary J. Scholten
Member of Congress



Tony Wied
Member of Congress

Scott H. Peters
Member of Congress

Tom Tiffany
Member of Congress

Joe Neguse
Member of Congress

Robert J. Menendez
Member of Congress




